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The National Wildlife Refuge System is an incomparable asset that be-
longs to all Americans, and which we hold in trust for future gener-
ations. Each year, a growing number of people from every state and 

around the world come to our national wildlife refuges to hunt, !sh, watch and 
photograph wildlife, learn, and simply experience the best of America’s natu-
ral resources. Many more bene!t from the contributions these refuges make to 
their jobs, their economy, and their health, sometimes without even knowing it. 
While these bene!ts are undeniably signi!cant, the Refuge System’s potential 
remains largely untapped and unquanti!ed.

Protecting—and adequately funding—the lands, waters, and wildlife of our 
553 national wildlife refuges must be a bipartisan priority for the 112th Con-
gress. "ese refuges face a long list of challenges, and failure to confront them 
will be a loss for America’s wildlife and people alike. "at is why CARE urges 
Congress to provide $511 million for Refuge System operations and mainte-
nance in FY 2012, ensuring that progress made in recent years is not reversed by 
backsliding budgets. Even as we deal with the current !scal crisis, the National 
Wildlife Refuge System is a worthwhile investment in America’s economic re-
covery and our future.
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Dennis Fife, Mayor, Brigham City, Utah

The !rst thing you’ll notice when visiting Brigham City, Utah, 
is a huge archway across the city’s main downtown street 
proclaiming: “Welcome to Brigham, Gateway to the World’s 

Greatest Wild Bird Refuge.” Brigham City (pop. 19,000) is located 
about 60 miles north of Salt Lake City, and the city’s Mayor, Den-
nis Fife, is clearly proud of his community’s strong connection 
to the nearby Bear River Migratory Bird  Refuge.  Brigham  C i  t y  
business owners get “quite a bit of local business from refuge 
visitors,” according to Fife, who grew up in Brigham City and has 
lived there much of his life. The popular refuge contributes to lo-
cal employment for hotel, restaurant, and gas station workers, as 
well as those who sell hunting, !shing, and bird-watching gear 
used by Bear River visitors.

The community, in turn, has been very active in support-
ing the refuge. Among other projects, the city applied for and 
received a grant of $25 million from the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration to improve the road that connects the city and the 
refuge. “We have a great working relationship with the refuge,” 
says Mayor Fife, who meets regularly with the refuge manager 
to discuss plans and concerns. “The city annexed the land on 
which the refuge visitor center sits, and supported the building 
of the new center.” The city also sponsors a wide variety of joint 
programs with the Bear River refuge, and pays for bus transpor-
tation for local schoolchildren who visit the refuge for !eld trips. 
The city supports the refuge Friends group, and sponsors hunting 
and !shing programs on the refuge, among other programs.

Brigham City, Utah’s, pride in the nearby Bear River MBR is clear for all who 
visit the city to see. | Photo courtesy of Brigham City, Utah.
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